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7. Transportation & Traffi c

Road Projects
The New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation’s Annual Report for 
2007 listed a number of highway and 
bridge projects that were completed 
during the year. Major work included the 
reconstruction of:

NH Route 16 in North Conway• 
US Routes 3A and NH Route 11 • 
in Franklin
US Route 3 in Tilton• 
NH Route 25 in Warren and Wentworth• 
US Route 202 in Peterborough• 
US Route 3 in Hooksett• 
NH Route 9 in Stoddard• 
NH Route 16 in Gorham• 
US Route 4A in Lebanon• 
NH Route 28 in Londonderry • 
and Hudson
NH Route 125 in Epping and Lee.• 5

An increasingly popular style of intersection 
is the roundabout, long-used in Europe. 
Much smaller than the conventional 
traffi c circles, traffi c engineers consider 
roundabouts to be safer because speeds are 
lower and they can handle higher traffi c 
volumes. Fuel usage is reduced, which keeps 
the air cleaner. By the end of 2007, three state-
built roundabouts were completed. These 
are located in Meredith, at the junction of 
US Route 3 and NH Route 106; in Plymouth, 
at the junction of US Route 3 and NH Route 
175A; and in Keene at the intersection of NH 
Routes 10, 12, and 101. A fourth is planned 
for Rye, at Foyes Corner on Route 1A.6

5  “Improving Mobility.” Department of Transportation Annual Report, 
2007. December 1, 2007. New Hampshire Department of Transportation. 
Accessed January 4, 2008. <www.nh.gov/dot/media/publications.htm>.

6 “New Roundabout to Open on NH Route 1A in Rye (Foyes Corner).” 
Department News Releases. November 14, 2007. New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation. Accessed February 25, 2008.   
<www.nh.gov/dot/media/nr2007/documents/nr071114rye.pdf>.
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Postal Service 2003 2004 2005 2006  Source
First handling pieces - Manchester and Portsmouth Post Offi ces

(millions) (FY ending 9/30) 1,075.3 1,057.3 1,003.6 n/a USPS

Bus Service
A new transportation option for southern 
New Hampshire was introduced in February 
2007, as bus service between Nashua and 
Boston began. With assistance from the Bureau 
of Rail and Transit, Boston Express now makes 
several daily runs. In March of 2007, the new 
service carried more than 7,300 passengers.7

7 “Financial Management-Fiscal Year 2007 Revenue.” Department of 
Transportation Annual Report, 2007. December 1, 2007. New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation. Accessed January 4, 2008.   
<www.nh.gov/dot/media/publications.htm>.

Bridges and Bridge Repair
In the 2007 fi scal year, the State Bridge Aid 
Program provided $6.8 million in state 
funding for construction and improvement 
of municipally owned bridges. With the state 
providing 80 percent of project costs, towns 
and cities provide the remaining 20 percent. 
Many of the funded projects will help repair 
the damage done by fl oods in recent years.8

8 ibid.

Aircraft Travel 2003 2004 2005 2006  Source
Manchester-Boston Regional Airport

Total Passengers 3,601,661 4,003,307 4,332,707 3,896,532 MA

Annual Percent Change 7.0% 11.2% 8.2% -10.1% MA/NHES

Enplanements 1,802,385 2,004,122 2,168,258 1,952,277 MA

Annual Percent Change 6.6% 11.2% 8.2% -10.0% MA/NHES

Deplanements 1,799,276 1,999,185 2,164,449 1,944,255 MA

Annual Percent Change 7.3% 11.1% 8.3% -10.2% MA/NHES

Air Cargo (Tons)a 80,547 81,040 77,786 88,191 MA

Annual Percent Change -11.2% 0.6% -4.0% 13.4% MA/NHES
aDoes not include air mail
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Portsmouth Harbor Freight Traffi c 2003 2004 2005 2006  Source
Total (thousands of short tons) 4,971 4,795 5,254 4,823 USACE

Annual percent change 21.0% -3.5% 9.6% -8.2% NHES

Domestic 697 879 756 806 USACE

Annual percent change 10.5% 26.1% -14.0% 6.6% NHES

Foreign Imports 4,114 3,613 4,286 3,706 USACE

Annual percent change 21.1% -12.2% 18.6% -13.5% NHES

Foreign Exports 160 303 213 311 USACE

Annual percent change 102.5% 89.4% -29.7% 46.0% NHES

Canadian percent of Foreign Imports 43.3% 52.2% 43.5% n/a NHES

Registrations, Licenses, & Fuel Consumption 2003 2004 2005 2006  Source
Vehicle Registrations

Passenger Vehicles 1,189,605 1,218,631 1,107,026 1,191,774 ISDS/NHES

Annual percent change 2.4% 2.4% -9.2% 7.7% ISDS/NHES

Commercial Vehicles 188,595 198,964 189,319 204,910 ISDS/NHES

Annual percent change 3.9% 5.5% -4.8% 8.2% ISDS/NHES

Persons per passenger car (population/# of vehicles)a 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 ISDS

Total driver licenses on issue 979,316 991,796 1,015,152 1,028,670 ISDS

Annual percent change 5.6% 1.3% 2.4% 1.3% ISDS/NHES

Boat Registrations 101,634 101,703 102,234 107,117 ISDS

Annual percent change 0.2% 0.1% 0.5% 4.8% ISDS/NHES

Motor Fuel Consumption (fi scal year)

Millions of gallons of gasoline and diesel fuel 843 870 862 841 RTDS

Annual percent change 2.8% 3.2% -0.9% -2.4% RTDS/NHES
a Based on 2006 OEP Total Population Estimate of 1,315,000

Highway Traffi c - Annual totals 2003 2004 2005 2006  Source

Interstates, NH - Mass. State line
(thousands, from traffi c counters, Salem & Seabrook)a n/a 73,027 71,540 n/a DT

Annual percent change n/a n/a -2.0% n/a DT/NHES

Rural traffi c, annual percent change 1.2% 1.0% -0.5% 0.6% DT

Annual vehicle miles (millions of miles) 14,251 14,701 14,648 17,077b RTDS

Annual percent change 3.9% 3.2% -0.4% 16.6% RTDS/NHES
a 2003 fi gures for highway traffi c annual totals - interstate, and annual percent change are not available because the Salem station did not operate in 2003.
b Large increase from 2005 to 2006 is due in part to a change in the Federal Highway Administration standard of average miles per gallon used to calculate 
annual vehicle miles, refl ecting more fuel-effi cient vehicles. 




